
1  

APPLIED SCIENCE TECHNOLOGISTS AND TECHNICIANS 

OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

in the matter of an investigation under the 

Professional Governance Act, SBC 2018 c 47 regarding 

JOHN ROWSE, REGISTRATION NO. OW0762 

REPRIMAND OR REMEDIAL ACTION BY CONSENT 

UNDER SECTION 72 

WHEREAS: 

A. On January 30, 2023  (the “Complainant”) made a written complaint (the 
“Complaint”) to the Applied Science Technologists and Technicians of British Columbia 
(“ASTTBC”) against John Rowse (the “Registrant”), concerning the design and installation of a 
sewerage system located at  (the “Property”) between the dates 
of January 20, 2016 and May of 2022 (the “Complaint”). 

B. Pursuant to section 66 of the Professional Governance Act (the “Act”) and section 68 of the 
ASTTBC Bylaws (the “Bylaws”), the Committee commenced an investigation into the Complaint. 

C. The Registrant provided written responses to the Complaint on July 21, 2023, July 31, 2023, July 
17, 2024 and August 16, 2024. 

 
ADMISSIONS 

D. The Registrant admits to: 

a. Failing to properly supervise the construction of the sewerage system at the Property, 
contrary to Principle 7 of the former Code of Ethics. 

b. Failing to conduct soil testing at the Property in compliance with standard practice and 
the ROWP Guidelines, contrary to section 4.8 of the ASTTBC Regulations. 

1. contrary to sections 1(c), 1(d), 1(l); 

c. Filing knowingly inaccurate and false information regarding the sewerage system at the 
Property with the health authority in a record of sewerage system in both 2016 and 
2022. 

1. Principle 1 of the former Code of Ethics. 

2. Section 1(c), 1(d), 1(l), 1(m), 1(n), 1(o), 

3. 84.1 of the Bylaws 

d. Failing to design the system in accordance with standard practice; 

1. Principle 1 of the former Code 
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2. Sections 1(c), 1(d), 1(l), 

3. 84.1 of the Bylaws 

e. Failing to keep records in accordance with the Bylaws and Standards, contrary to Section 
3.5 of the ROWP Practice Guidelines and 4.8 of the ASTTBC Act and Regulations; 

1.  1(d), 1(e), 1(l), 

f. Failing to file a letter of certification within 30 days of the completion of construction of 
the system, contrary to section 9(1) of the Sewerage System Regulation. 

1. 1(c), 1(d), 1(l) 

g. Failing to treat the Complainant with respect and courtesy. 

1. 1(m), 1(n), 1(p) 

E. The conduct set out at paragraph D constitutes professional misconduct and is a violation of 
sections 1(a), 1(c), 1(d), 1(l), 1(m), 1(n), 1(o) 1(p), 1(v), 1(w) and 1(y) of the Standards of 
Competence and Code of Ethics at Schedule D of the Bylaws (the “Code”) as well as a violation of 
sections 84.1, 85 and 85.2 of the Bylaws. 

F. The Committee determined, under section 72 of the Act and section 71 of the Bylaws, that this 
would be an appropriate case in which to seek a reprimand or remedial action by consent with 
comprehensive terms to address the Registrant’s professional misconduct because: 

a. The registrant failed to meet the standards required by ASTTBC; 

b. The registrant has no disciplinary history; 

c. The public interest will be served through remedial education; 

d. The registrant has accepted responsibility for the conduct; 

e. The registrant promises the conduct will not be repeated. 

NOW THEREFORE the Registrant agrees to give an undertaking and consent, as specified herein, under 
section 72 of the Act for the purposes of addressing the Complaint: 

1. The Registrant admits and undertakes not to repeat the conduct of: 

a. Failing to properly supervise the construction of a sewerage system; 

b. Failing to conduct soil testing in accordance with standard practice; 

c. Filing knowingly false information with the health authority in a record of sewerage 
system; 

d. Failing to file a letter of certification within 30 days of completion of construction; 

e. Failing to keep records in accordance with applicable practice standards; 

f. Failing to treat clients or members of the public with respect and courtesy. 
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2. The Registrant consents to be reprimanded for contravening the Code in relation to failing to 

a. to hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public, including the protection 
of the environment and the promotion of health and safety in the workplace, pursuant 
to section 1(a) of the Code; 

b. have regard for the common law and any applicable enactments, federal enactments or 
enactments of another province, pursuant to section 1(c) of the Code; 

c. have regard for applicable standards, policies, plans and practices established by any 
level of government or ASTTBC, pursuant to section 1(d) of the Code; 

d. clearly identify each registrant who has contributed professional work, including 
recommendations, reports, statements or opinions, pursuant to section 1(k) of the 
Code; 

e. undertake work and documentation with due diligence and in accordance with any 
guidance developed to standardize professional documentation for the applicable 
profession, pursuant to section 1(l) of the Code; 

f. conduct themselves with fairness, honesty, and good faith towards clients, colleagues 
and others, pursuant to section 1(m) of the Code; 

g. not engage in any conduct that the registrant knows, or ought to know, would bring 
ASTTBC or its registrants into disrepute, pursuant to section 1(n) of the Code; 

h. not engage in conduct that is likely to undermine the standards, methods or principles 
that are foundation of the Registrant’s applied science and engineering technology 
practice, pursuant to section 1(o) of the Code; 

i. treat other registrants, clients, employees and members of the public with respect and 
courtesy, pursuant to section 1(p) of the Code; 

j. ensure that any supervision provided to another person, whether a trainee, student or 
non-registrant, is provided to the best of the supervising registrant’s ability and takes 
into account the knowledge, skill and judgment of the person being supervised, 
pursuant to section 1(v) of the Code; 

k. take all reasonable steps to ensure that those under their direct supervision engage in 
the practice of applied science and engineering technology in a professional and ethical 
manner and in accordance with all applicable enactments and standards of competence, 
pursuant to section 1(w) of the Code; 

3. The Registrant agrees and undertakes to do the following: 

a. Complete remedial education relating to the proper design, filing and construction of 
sewerage systems in British Columbia, such as the BCOSSA OS Planning and Drawing 
course and BCOSSA OS Install course within six (6) months of the date of this Order; 

b. Compose a 500-word reflective letter on the importance of professional and respectful 
communication with others and demonstrating a proper understanding of supervision 






