APPLIED SCIENCE TECHNOLOGISTS AND TECHNICIANS
OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
in the matter of an investigation under the

Professional Governance Act, SBC 2018 c 47 regarding
JOE DA COSTA, RFPT, REGISTRATION NO. FP0607
REPRIMAND OR REMEDIAL ACTION BY CONSENT

UNDER SECTION 72
WHEREAS:

A. OnJune 12,2023, I (the “Complainant”) made a written complaint (the
“Complaint”) to the Applied Science Technologists and Technicians of British Columbia
(“ASTTBC”) against Joe Da Costa (the “Registrant”), concerning the inspection, testing and
tagging of fire protection equipment located at [N \/=ncouver, BC (the
“Property”) on or about July 6, 2023 (the “Complaint”).

B. Pursuant to section 66 of the Professional Governance Act (the “Act”) and section 68 of the
ASTTBC Bylaws (the “Bylaws”), the Committee commenced an investigation into the Complaint.

C. The Registrant provided written responses to the Complaint on August 21, 2023 and August 28,
2023. .

ADMISSIONS
D. The Registrant admits to:

a. Stamping and affixing tags to portable fire extinguishers at the Property, indicating July
31, 2024, as the next service date, putting the next service date beyond the required
one (1) year period, contrary to the National Fire Protection Association 10 Standard
("NEPA 10") and the Registered Fire Protection Standard of Practice (the “Standard”);

b. Failing to properly change tamper seals as required on portable fire extinguishers at the
Property, contrary to the NFPA 10 and the Standard.

c. Stamping and affixing a tag to an emergency lighting panel at the Property, indicating
July 31, 2024, as the next service date, putting the next service date beyond the
required one (1) year period outlined in the BC Fire Code, contrary to the Standard.

E. The conduct set out at paragraph D constitutes professional misconduct and is a violation of
sections 1(a), 1(d), 1(1), 1(n), 1(o) and 1(t) of the Standards of Competence and Code of Ethics at
Schedule D of the Bylaws (the “Code”) as well as a violation of sections 84.1, 85 and 85.2 of the
Bylaws.

F. The Committee determined, under section 72 of the Act and section 71 of the Bylaws, that this
would be an appropriate case in which to seek a reprimand or remedial action by consent with
comprehensive terms to address the Registrant’s professional misconduct because:



The registrant failed to meet the standards required by ASTTBC;
The registrant promises the conduct will not be repeated;
The registrant has apologized and is remorseful;

The public interest will be served by requiring the registrant to undergo a practice
review;

The public interest will be served by requiring the registrant to write a reflective letter;

The public interest will be served by requiring the registrant to write a competency
examination; and

The public interest will be served by requiring the registrant to write an ethics
examination.

NOW THEREFORE the Registrant agrees to give an undertaking and consent, as specified herein, under
section 72 of the Act for the purposes of addressing the Complaint:

1. The Registrant admits and undertakes not to repeat the conduct of:

a.

Stamping and affixing tags to portable fire extinguishers that indicate a next service date
beyond the required one (1) year period as required by the NFPA 10 and the Standard;

Failing to properly change tamper seals on portable fire extinguishers in accordance
with the NFPA 10; and

Stamping and affixing tags to emergency lighting panels that indicate a next service date
beyond the one (1) year period, as required by the BC Fire Code.

2. The Registrant consents to be reprimanded for contravening the Code in relation to failing to:

a.

hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public, including the protection of
the environment and the promotion of health and safety in the workplace, pursuant to
section 1(a) of the Code;

have regard for applicable standards, policies, plans and practices established by any
level of government or ASTTBC, pursuant to section 1(d) of the Code;

undertake work and documentation with due diligence and in accordance with any
guidance developed to standardize professional documentation for the applicable
profession, pursuant to section 1(I) of the Code;

not engage in any conduct that the registrant knows, or ought to know, would bring
ASTTBC or its registrants into disrepute, pursuant to section 1(n) of the Code;

not engage in conduct that is likely to undermine the standards, methods or principles
that are foundation of the Registrant’s applied science and engineering technology
practice, pursuant to section 1(o) of the Code; and

practise only when able to do so with reasonable skill, competence, and safety to the
public, pursuant to section 1(t) of the Code.



3. The Registrant agrees and undertakes to do the following:

a. Undergo a practice review, pursuant to section 70(b) of the Bylaws, within twenty-four
(24) months of the date of this Order;

b. Write a reflective letter, to the satisfaction of the Registrar, on how the Registrant’s
conduct failed to meet the standard that is required of an RFPT within six (6) months of
the date of this Order;

c. Successfully complete the ASTTBC Fire Protection RFPT Fire Extinguishers examination
within six (6) months of the date of this Order; and

d. Successfully complete the ASTTBC Professional Practice and Ethics examination within
six (6) months of the date of this Order.

4. The Registrant acknowledges that a contravention of any term of this Order constitutes
professional misconduct;

5. The Registrant acknowledges that this Order is subject to publication pursuant to section 77 of
the Bylaws; and

6. This Reprimand or remedial action by consent will be disclosed to the Investigation Committee,
the Discipline Committee and/or the Credentials Committee in any future proceedings following
consideration by those committees of the merits of any future complaint or application.

Dated at a’/(fé*/ , British Columbia, this __/ day of &lLJ'L 2024.

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED
in the presence of:

Witness Name (printed)

Witness Signature

a Costa (signature)
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Registras and General Counsel for ASTTBC






