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Headquartered in Surrey, BC, ASTTBC
acknowledges the traditional Lands of 
the Semiahmoo, Katzie, Kwikwetlem, Kwantlen, 
Qayqayt and Tsawwassen Peoples.

We thank our hosts for their graciousness
in welcoming us to carry out our work on
their Land.

In so doing, we recognize their inherent 
Indigenous rights and title, the implementation 
without qualification of the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 
and our support for the 94 calls to action by 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Land Acknowledgement
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ISSUE 160
Jan-March 2023

ASTTBCONNECT
is published by the Applied
Science Technologists &
Technicians of BC.

EDITOR:
Cara Christopherson
604-585-2788 ext. 501
cchristopherson@asttbc.org 

The opinions expressed in
ASTTBCONNECT are not
necessarily those of ASTTBC or
its Directors. All rights reserved. 
This publication may be 
reproduced provided credit is
given as to the source of such 
material.

Circulation is appoximately
7,000 copies.

The Applied Science
Technologists & Technicians
of BC (ASTTBC) regulates
approximately 8,000 applied
science and engineering
technology professionals
in British Columbia under
the Professional Governance
Act (PGA).

For more information,
please visit asttbc.org
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MISSION
We serve the public by contributing to a safe, sustainable 
society and environment by regulating technology
professionals. We accomplish this through supporting
the competent, safe, and ethical practice of applied
science technology in British Columbia.

VISION
Regulation of technology professionals that safeguards
the public through leadership and excellence.
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David Sparanese
ASTTBC Chair

Theresa McCurry
ASTTBC Chief Executive Officer

The implementation of the Professional Governance Act is not on the shoulders of any one person —
this incredible shift is only possible because we continue to progress together. We’d like to start this 
message by recognizing the growth and success of our ASTTBC registrants, who have not only embraced 
big changes, but have also become more engaged and informed professionals in the process.
  
ASTTBC registrants continue to prove they are dedicated professionals who care deeply about career 
and personal development, education, and learning more and abiding by, the ASTTBC Standards of 
Competence & Code of Ethics and bylaws. We’ve experienced impressive engagement statistics in 
many instances, including more than 300 registrants in attendance for the Duty to Report webinar last 
year. Registrants continue to ask the curious questions, earn their continuing professional development 
(CPD), and have a positive impact on the health and safety of the public and environment. 
  
Another item that has greatly progressed in the last year are discussions around reserved practice, 
which we are preparing for now. We are currently finalizing our immediate goals for the next two years, 
which sets the course for becoming a more focused regulator. ASTTBC has indicated that we are
interested in reserved practice for technology professionals. We have prioritized this for 2023 and
entered detailed discussions about what reserved practice means. For the public interest, it is clear
that the risk involved with the work of technology professionals requires registration with ASTTBC. 
  
As we work toward reserved practice there will be plenty of change-management that comes along 
with it. Some of the work we are doing now will help ASTTBC in better understanding the type of
engagement needed from registrants as we move forward. 
  
We’ll end with a resonating quote by Eleanor Roosevelt, “The future belongs to those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams.” What we believe this means for ASTTBC registrants is that they are constantly 
evolving and learning, while remaining focused on what matters.

ASTTBC Chair 
David Sparanese, PTech, AScT, CPWI 3

ASTTBC CEO

Theresa McCurry, BSc, PMP

Chair & CEO
Message



ASTTBC
by the Numbers

ASTTBC is pleased to share many of its 2022 registrant 
statistics. Statistics are important because they support 
ASTTBC in making informed decisions, discover which 
areas need more focus, and help us better understand 
general trends and patterns. 

*Stats provided are from January to September. 

Chair & CEO
Message

demographics
by region*

Jan-March 2023
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demographics
by gender

female
registrants

male
registrants

708

65

166

1065

1495

1527

2009

5617
other
registrants

2

demographics
by age group 
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Registration statistics
as of year end 2022

 AScT

Student

3195

148

99

649

11

507

91

867

105

1854

CTech

Trainee

GradTech

Honorary

Other

Provisional

RTS

Associate
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Architecture Building
Construction Technology

Electronics Engineering Technology

Mechanical Engineering Technology

BioSciences Technology

Industrial Engineering Technology

ENG/TECH DISCIPLINES OF REGISTRANTS 

525

451

652

62

43

60

19

1721

48

409

12

40

46

246
7

18

1
28

194

BioMedical Engineering Technology

Petroleum and Gas Engineering 
Technology

Environmental Engineering Technology

Forest Engineering Technology

Metallurgical Technology

Naval Architecture Technology

Mineral Resources Technology

Survey/Geomatics Technology

Electrical Engineering Technology

Marine Engineering Technology

Civil Engineering Technology

Instrumentation Engineering
Technology

Chemical Engineering Technology

Information Technology

№

Registrant
by discipline
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ASTTBC, along with its 
Board of Directors, are 
thrilled to welcome
Michael Thain into his new 
role and believe he will be 
an outstanding addition
to the ASTTBC team.

ASTTBC Appoints
Michael Thain to 
Registrar & General 
Counsel
The Applied Science Technology and 
Technicians of BC (ASTTBC) is pleased
to announce that Michael Thain has
accepted the position of registrar and 
general counsel. His first day in his new 
role was February 1, 2023. 

Michael first joined ASTTBC in May 2021, 
as manager, Investigations and
Compliance, and less than a year
later took on the role of deputy registrar 
(interim); the position was made
permanent — deputy registrar and
general counsel — in September 2022.

A lawyer by background, Michael has 
been practising law since 2015. He
previously worked in a boutique criminal 
defence and administrative law firm, and 
in a medium-sized, full-service law firm 
in Coquitlam, where he practised civil 
litigation and criminal defence. 

Prior to that, Michael worked as an 
administrative decision-maker in
public bodies as well as an enforcement 
officer with the federal government.

Working closely with ASTTBC CEO
Theresa McCurry, Michael will help carry 
out ASTTBC’s mandate as a regulator in 
BC under the Professional Governance 
Act (PGA). Among his many duties is the 
development and implementation of 
organizational strategies, policies, and 
procedures, supporting statutory
committees in developing and
establishing registration requirements, 
maintaining the ASTTBC register, and 
implementing processes to ensure 
registrants’ compliance to the PGA,
Bylaws, and Standards of Competency 
and Code of Ethics, to name a few.

With experience working with external 
stakeholders and government bodies, 
Michael has proven he is a respected 
and trusted leader. ASTTBC, along with
its Board of Directors, are thrilled to
welcome him into his new role and
believe he will be an outstanding
addition to the ASTTBC team.



2023
Board of Directors 
Election

ASTTBC is inviting
practising and retired 
registrants in good 
standing to apply for 
nomination to run for 
one of the two expected 
vacant seats in the
upcoming 2023 Board 
of Directors election
beginning May 8, 2023.

Apply by March 10, 2023, 4pm 

 LEARN MORE

https://asttbc.org/council-election-2023/
https://asttbc.org/council-election-2023/


Engineering Technology — Transforming 
Lives and Changing the World
Todd Blackstock profile

Todd Blackstock doesn’t fly helicopters, but 
without the special skills of technologists like 
him, many qualified pilots wouldn’t either.

As a program manager at Anodyne Electronics 
Manufacturing (AEM) Corp. in Kelowna, British 
Columbia, Todd and his team build aircraft
audio equipment, mainly for helicopters. It allows 
crew within the helicopter to communicate with 
one another and with traffic controllers
or teams on the ground, often on firefighting
or rescue missions.

Todd is well qualified for his job. He has a
diploma in engineering technology from the 

British Columbia Institute of Technology and 
a second diploma in control systems from the 
College of New Caledonia in Prince George, BC. 
While both are two-year programs, Todd was 
able to go directly into the second year of the 
BCIT program after completing his studies
in Prince George and graduated with two
diplomas in three years.

A 32-year veteran in the industry, Todd has 
seen a lot of change over the years, particularly 
in aircraft safety regulations and technology 
advances.

11ASTTBCONNECT
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As a program manager in a department of 
22 people, Todd is responsible for several
projects at the same time. His day can include 
coordinating different aspects of multiple
projects with other managers, overseeing
environmental qualification testing, and
incorporating leading technology for 
airborne applications.

Quality standards for AEM’s products, which
are installed in helicopters around the world, 
is rigorous. The company complies with both 
Transport Canada and (American) Federal
Aviation Administration specifications before
its equipment is approved for operational use
in aircraft.

“You can appreciate that everything that goes 
into an aircraft has to handle vibration, tem-
perature, humidity and altitude,” says Todd. 

“I work with teams or individuals responsible 
for different aspects of program development 
to ensure we meet the standards. I help
solve challenges and steer them in the
right direction.”

Ensuring that challenges are overcome as 
quickly as possible is a crucial part of Todd’s 
job. While AEM sells most of its products through 
a global network of distributors, it also supplies 
to original equipment manufacturers so any 
delay in delivering equipment could delay the 
launch of a new aircraft.

“That’s our primary source of stress; being
behind schedule,” says Todd. “No matter how 
well you plan there is always the possibility of 
unforeseen issues that could put us behind 
schedule.”

12 ASTTBCONNECT
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Todd tries to head off problems before they 
happen by careful forecasting, weeks and 
months ahead, and calling for additional
resources as soon as possible if they are
needed to keep a project on course.

“It’s one thing to run behind schedule, but you 
have to know how to recover if you do, so I 
need to always keep my eye on the horizon
to mitigate those risks,” he says. “For example, 
I might decide that in three weeks I will need 
two more people to get me ahead, or 
someone with a different skillset. Then I 
request the resources.”

Todd says patience is an essential quality for 
the type of work he does.

“Things can go wrong during the development 
stage of new equipment, and it might fail its 

early tests,” he says. “We must then go back 
and fix it before advancing further and that 
takes patience. It’s a case of knowing that 
things can go wrong, and accepting them 
calmly, then working as a team to find
a solution.”

But once the solutions have been found, and 
the equipment built, tested and signed off ready 
for shipping to customers, there’s a tremendous 
sense of satisfaction in a job well done, 
says Todd.

“I’ve been in this business for 32 years and one 
of the reasons for that is it’s exciting and never 
boring,” he says. “There are days when it’s 
very challenging and sometimes stressful. But 
there’s a big reward when you have finished 
off a development, and you know the product 
is flying on an aircraft somewhere in the world. 
This is not just a job, it’s a career.”

13ASTTBCONNECT
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https://vimeo.com/743812747/851e473708
https://vimeo.com/743812619/4f089d1cd6


ASTTBC created this video 

for both its registrants

and the public to better 

understand registrant

obligations to

professionalism, practice 

and ethics. Watch the

video below to learn more.

ASTTBC’s Standards of Competence
and Code of Ethics includes important 
principles to guide registered technology 
professionals when they make decisions 
related to their practice and conduct. 
ASTTBC recognizes registrants for
their enhanced commitment to the 
26-principles that must be adhered
and agreed to.

New video:
Professional, Practice
& Ethics 

PLAY NOW

https://youtu.be/-PdpMsniU1o
https://youtu.be/-PdpMsniU1o
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Applied Science Technologists Help 
Ensure a Safe and Reliable Natural 
Gas Supply for BC Consumers
Mary Lu profile

Like many immigrants coming to Canada, Mary 
Lu’s qualifications were ideal for a tech sector 
clamouring for skilled workers. She had a
degree in computer science from Heilongjiang 
University in the city of Harbin in northern China 
and years of experience working in the telecom 
and computing industries.

When Mary arrived in Vancouver in 2003, she 
had no difficulty understanding the technology 
in a new country and had hoped to continue
a career in IT. However, like so many other 
newcomers to Canada, her lack of English-
language skills was a barrier to the jobs she 
was more than capable of doing.



Undeterred, Mary spent the next two years 
studying at Vancouver Community College to 
hone her grasp of English and became proficient 
enough to be accepted into an advanced
diploma program at the British Columbia 
Institute of Technology to study Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS) and Highway Design. 

It was a new career direction in geomatics, 
and it led Mary to jobs as a GIS specialist with 
companies involved in the construction of the 
new Sea-to-Sky highway and the Port Mann 
highway expansion. Then, Mary moved to 
FortisBC where she has been for the past 10 
years and is currently a senior system capacity 
planning technologist after obtaining the Gas 
Distribution Systems Certificate.

Using cutting-edge technology and computer 
models she created, Mary is now one of seven 
Applied Science Technologists in the FortisBC 
SCP (System Capacity Planning) Department 
who evaluate and maintain natural gas
distribution systems in BC and respond to 
emergency gas pipeline leaks.

It sounds complicated — and it is — but Mary 
says she enjoys the work.

“The technical side is not a difficult part of my 
job,” she says. “My knowledge base is really 
broad and I’m a quick learner so I can
consolidate what I learned in the past with 
what I learn now and develop new skills.
I really enjoy what I do.”

While Mary does not regard her job as stressful, 
she says it can be challenging for just seven 
technologists to keep track of all they are
responsible for across the entire province.
Nevertheless, she encourages young people 
looking for an interesting career in being an 
ASTTBC certified technologist. 

She says there can be a high level of
satisfaction in being part of a major project
and seeing it come to fruition. 

Issue 160

FortisBC Operations Centre
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For example, while working as a CAD Operator 
on the Port Mann Highway Expansion Project, 
Mary used her knowledge and experience in 
computer science and GIS to independently 
create a new set of pavement structure
drawings. She also created a new set of CAD 
drawings that replaced the old standard
known to crash Civil 3D and delay work in
the entire project.

Her newly created drawings were so succinct 
that the company kept using it as the template 
for other critical areas of the project as well.

“I was very proud of that,” she says. 

While much of her work at FortisBC is focused 
on providing gas system capacity information 
to engineers and technologists on new natural 
gas developments, she and her colleagues also 
play a key role in emergencies where gas lines 
have been accidentally damaged.

Shutting off the gas valve to repair the damaged 
line affects customers so Mary uses her
hydraulic model to determine where those
customers are and if there are ways of rerouting 
gas supply to them in the interim and avoiding 
disruption to other areas.

“I do a quick analysis and give the repair crew 
the information they need such as which valves 
to shut off and which areas have been affected 
– and that’s all in my model,” she adds.

Mary says she was encouraged to come to 
Vancouver by a former classmate from China 
and although the whole of Canada was open to 
someone with her qualifications, she decided to 
stay on the west coast because — of all things 
— the weather.

“I like it here,” she says. 

Jan-March 2023

https://vimeo.com/743811647/59ae3b18bf
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Muktha Tumkur

Issue 160

Technology
Accreditation
Canada
Announces
New Executive
Director

The Technology Accreditation Canada (TAC) 
Board of Directors announced Muktha Tumkur as 
their new executive director on December 5, 2022.

In her role, Muktha will work closely with the Board 
of Directors, TAC staff and key stakeholder groups 
to drive TAC forward in delivering the highest 
quality accreditation services to all Canadian 
colleges providing engineering technician, 
engineering technology and applied science 
programs. Muktha will focus on strategic
planning to ensure growth in accredited
programs and compliance with International
Engineering Alliance’s (IEA) requirements to
meet the Sydney and Dublin Accords.

“I’m excited to have joined TAC this year
because 2023 marks our 10th anniversary since 
TAC was incorporated federally on December 
30, 2013,” says Muktha. “In the past decade,
TAC has worked closely with partners across 
Canada, such as our nine Provincial Professional 
Associations, Canadian post-secondary 
institutions, Technology Professionals Canada, 
and other stakeholders.”

Muktha comes to TAC with extensive experience 
in accreditations, standards development,
strategy and business development. She
brings many years of valuable experience in
volunteer management, standards development, 
certification and stakeholder relationship
building.

“I look forward to continuing to provide
trusted excellence in accreditation based
on international best practices and promoting 
the highest quality of education in these
disciplines. We have a lot to celebrate, and we 
have many opportunities,” she says.
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ASTTBC welcomes applied

science and engineering

technology professionals who 

are educated and/or are trained 

outside of Canada. To support 

these applicants in familiarizing 

themselves with ASTTBC’s

registration requirements,

a new application handbook 

was created. ASTTBC works

fairly to efficiently evaluate all

applications to determine if they 

meet the standards for entry 

to practice in British Columbia, 

please click here to view and 

download the handbook.

New Application
Handbook 
for Internationally
Trained Applicants

https://asttbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/ASTTBC-Internationally-Trained-Applicants-Handbook-2023-Final.pdf


REGISTRANTS UPDATE

New AScT: New CTech:New RTS:
Bergen, Grace Carmen

Blight, Ryan Dixon

Cholmondeley, Arthur Daniel

Gooding, Kevin Gordon

Grafton, David Robert

Green, Richard William

Guiver, Daniel James

Guy, Peter Joseph

Hellevang, Christopher Ryan

Kinshella, Ben Alexander

Malla, Pramoj Bhakta

McCabe, Cindal Holly Rueger

Redpath, Laura Anne Post

Saggu, Amandeep Singh

Scholtz, Marthinus Christoffel 

Toichubekov, Bakai

Sangreo, Jojho FlorinCameron, Gordon Craig 

Collins, Brodie 

Diaz, Rosalee Joy 

Eliseeva, Anna 

Galang, Galileo Mutuc 

Kwiatkowsky, Raphael Paulo 

O’Krane, Quentin  

Pearson, Blake Cameron 

Sandberg, Rustin Lee 

Ta, Minh 

Uy, Edwin Aldrin 

Vaissade, Christophe Cyrille 

Walker, Nathaniel Eric 

Watt, Krisopher Richard Anthony 
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Retired: In Memoriam:
Bailey, Royce Trevor John

Cameron, Brain

De La Cruz, Aguedo

Duane, Neufeld

Farrell, Thomas

Halobuza, Perry

Hazlewood, Alan

James, David

Jmaeff, Peter

Johnson, Cindy

Masson, Bradley

McKenchine, Matthew

Rasmussen, David Bardt

Riley, Brent

Simpson, Bill

Sullivan, James Bradley

Taylor, Thomas David

Timinski, Timothy

Waters, Mark

Watt, Gary

Karcioglu, Urs
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REGISTRANT
SERVICES TECHJOBS
Our partners offer exclusive rates
on their products and services.
Follow the links below to learn more:

» Willis Towers Watson
» TD Insurance Meloche Monnex
» Manulife
» Dreyer Group Mortgage Brokers

Deputy Registrar
ASTTBC
Metro Vancouver

Engineering Services Manager
of Major Projects
City of Prince Rupert
Prince Rupert

Asset Management & Water
Resource Technician
Regional District of East Kootenay
Cranbrook

Engineering Technician
City of Richmond
Richmond

TechJobs
Targets

Technology
Professionals

Search for employment
 opportunities across BC

Issue 160
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https://www.willistowerswatson.com/en-CA/About-Us/office-locations#canada
http://www.tdinsurance.com/affinity/asttbc?campaignid=PONMEBAN1811211
https://www.manulife-insurance.ca/engineers-canada/?vanity=www.manulife.ca/asttbc%26MKT=A2025
https://www.dreyergroup.ca/
https://asttbc.org/public/tech-jobs/
https://asttbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/JD-Deputy-Registrar.V2.pdf
https://asttbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/City-of-Prince-Rupert-Engineering-Services-Manager-of-Major-Projects.pdf
https://asttbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/City-of-Prince-Rupert-Engineering-Services-Manager-of-Major-Projects.pdf
https://asttbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Regional-District-of-East-Kootenay-Asset-Management-Water-Resource-Technician.pdf
https://asttbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Regional-District-of-East-Kootenay-Asset-Management-Water-Resource-Technician.pdf
https://tre.tbe.taleo.net/tre01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=TRQS8M&cws=37&rid=1251


ASTTBC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2022/2023

Chair, David Sparanese, PTech, AScT, CPWI 3

Roslyn Kunin, PhD

Dana Graves, AScT, CSO

Past Chair, Sarah Campden, AScT, RTMgr

Mary O’Callaghan, MBA, FCMC

Jayde Wood, JD, MSc

Prakash Joshi, AScT, PTech, PLEng

Mike Battistel, AScT

Under the Professional Governance Act, ‘Council’ 
is referred to as ‘Board of Directors’, ‘President’ is 
‘Chair’ and ‘Vice-President is ‘Vice Chair’.

Lay Directors:

Registrant Directors:

Vice Chair, Ken Zeleschuk, MBA, PTech, RTMgr, AScT, Dipl.T

James Coble, MA, EdD

Carlo Vijandre, AScT, PMP, FMP

Randy Meszaros, AScT, PMP, CET
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https://asttbc.org/registrants/continuing-professional-development/


WE ARE
HIRING
DEPUTY REGISTRAR

APPLY NOW

This leadership role will include working 
collaboratively with the Registrar & CEO 
in carrying out ASTTBC’s mandate as 
a regulator in BC under the Professional 
Governance Act. 

https://asttbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/JD-Deputy-Registrar.V2.pdf

